
A Letter from Rome

Octobcr
Advancing the sainthood causes of

five Europeans, Pope John Paul II on
October 3 beatified the last Hapsburg
emperor and the nun whose visions in
part inspired Mel Gibson's f1lm, The
Passion of the Chrisr. John Paul said
Blessed Charles I of Austria, who died
in exile in 1922, was "a friend of peace.
in whose eyes war was something terri-
ble."  The emperor 's commitment lo
Christian values should be a model for
European politicians today, he added.

Blessed Anne Catherine Emmer-
ich, John Paul said, showed heroic
patience and firm faittr in dealins with
years of i l l  health.

Seated on an altar platform decorated
with flowers, John Paul listened as
biographies of the newly beatified were
read aloud at the start of the Oct. 3 Mass.
Some 20,000 people, including several
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hundred European royalty, applauded
when tapestry portraits of the five
"blesseds" were unveiled on the face of
St. Peter's Basilica. Also present was
our colleague Roy Schoeman, a Jewish
convert. In an unusual meditation,
Schoeman reflects on the benefits which
may accrue to a society ruled by a saint-
ly Christian monarch. -The Editor

"-)/--. j is off the summer's heat, yet the
days are still sunny, warm and long.

So it was under a cloudless blue skv
and bright October sun that I attended
the recent beatification of Emperor
Charles I of Austria in St. peter's
Square.

Coming, as it did, in the midst of

-- . ctober is an ideal time of year
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lmages from the October 3 beatifications
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(and as a momentary respite from) a par-
ticularly vituperative and in many ways
ugly US president ial  campaign. my
thoughts were inevitably drawn to the
contrast between the form of govern-
ment represented by the new Blessed
and our own political system.

We are taught that democracy is
good, and monarchy is bad. Yet there
are some confusing, to say the least,
exceptions.

During most of the history of Chris-
tendom, Christians have been ruled by
monarchs, many of whom at least tried
to reflect God's will in the wav thev
governed.

And although there were many self-
serving or incompetent monarchs, there
were also many able, noble, and selfless
ones, too, a number of whom were even
raised to the altar.
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If monarchy exposes a nation to the
danger of an unworthy and abusive king,
it also at least leaves open the possibility
of having a true saint as ruler - an out-
come that seems to be prevented by our
very form of democracy.

In a monarch!, there is no gauntlet of
political compromise that a king must
run before assuming power - he is sim-
ply born to it. He has far less need to
cater continually to various constituen-
cies and special interest groups in order
to maintain power.

And should God grace a people with
a saint for king, he will be far more
unconstrained in his ability to implement
God's will as he discems it through his
conscience, his prayer life, and Christian
doctrine.

But it is quite impossible to envision
how a saint - who by definition must
eschew any compromise in basic moral
imperatives - could survive the realities
of our democratic political process of
today.

How could a saint be the choice of
one of the two primary political parties,
with their "large tent" strategies requir-
ing a non-confrontational stance on key
moral issues? How could he garner the
necessary campaign funding from lob-
bies and special interest groups who
demand particular favors at odds with the
public interest? How could he speak the
truth plainly, in the face of a media open-
ly hostile to God's law and always ready
to mock and scourge him in out-of-con-
text sound bites? And how desirable
would he appear to the eyes of a popu-

lace that has been
convinced by our
amoral culture and
media, and condi-
tioned by the truly
r e p r e h e n s i b l e
behavior of a recent
president, that only
'Job performance,"
not personal moral-
ity, matters?

The moral supe-
riority of democra-
cy becomes mud-
dled. too. when one
looks at history.

It was in the
name of "democracy" that the French
Revolution deposed the monarchy, exe-
cuted a quite possibly canonizable King
and Queen, outlawed the Catholic
Church and massacred tens of thousands
of priests and religious.

It was in the name of, if not democra-
cy, then at least the "will of the people,"
that the Bolshevik Revolution overthrew
the overtly Christian, albeit somewhat
decadent, czar and ushered in the brutal
regime that followed.

It was the democratically elected
Spanish republican government that
oversaw the destruction of half the
churches in Spain and the slaughter of
thousands of priests and religious in its
attempt to secularize Spain.

The democratic process, albeit
manipulated and abused, brought Hitler
to power. Given the fallen state of man,
evil men will always be attracted to posi-

tions of power.
In a monarchy their access to ultimate

power is limited by the circumstances of
birth, while in a democracy there is no
such constraint.

On the contrary, the greatest asset to
coming to power in a democracy often
seems to be a willingness and ability to
lie well and convincingly, telling each
constituency whatever they want to hear,
and to promise or do whatever is neces-
sary to gamer sufficient funds and sup-
port from the various groups whose own
particular interests come at the expense
of the common good.

The only defense a democracy has
rests in the morality and discernment of
the voters; but these are limited by the
quality of the information available to
them, and the amount of time and effort
they can put into researching the candi-
dates and issues. It is also obvious that *
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the only genuinely divine institution on
earth, the Catholic Church, has a top-
down, hierarchical structure that much
more closely resembles that of a monar-
chy than of a bottom-up democracy, and
that the bottom-up democratic alterna-
tives to the Church which have arisen to
challenge it seem to reflect much more
of the spirit who himself arises from the
bottom than of the Holy Spirit.

So basking in the warm sun of St.
Peter's Square during Emperor Charles'
beatification; looking up at the facade of
St. Peter's which so elegantly reflects
the beauty and dignity of the One, Holy,
Apostolic, Catholic Church entrusted in

the ultimate top-down way by Our Lord
to His appointed Pope and his appointed
successors; and hearing of the nobility,
selflessness and dedication of the last
reigning emperor of Austria who chose
to die in poverty and exile rather than
fail in his duty to God, I could not help
longing for the now-long-past alterna-
tive to our democracy of today.

My musings on the virtues of monar-
chy on that warm October day were
undoubtedly too rose-colored, softened
by the flattering lens of time and the
example of a truly exceptional just-beat-
ified monarch.

Yet one thins is certain.

Whether he be an emperor born to the
throne or a president elected to office,
any ruler who does not see God and His
law, rather than himself or the "will of
the people," as the ultimate arbiter of
right or wrong, is in the long run doom-
ing both himself and his nation.

May God have mercy on us all -
and long live Christ the King!

Roy Schoeman, a convert from Jud-
aism, is the author, most recently, o/Sal-
vation is from the Jews: The Role of
Judaism in Salvation History from Abra-
ham to the Second Coming (lgnatius
2003).

October 3, 2004, St. Peter's Square.

Beatification of:
Maria Ludovica De Angelis (1880-1962)
Joseph-Marie Cassant (1878-1 903)
Pierre Vigne (1 670-17 40)-
Anne Catherine Emmerich (1 77 4-1824) and
Charles lof Austria (1887-1922).

Below, the son of Charles, Otto von Habsburg,
92, greets John Paul ll
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