Class 3: History of “Israel” to time of Jesus; Sects at time of Jesus

History of Israel Jacob to Christ Overview

Sects at time of Jesus

Destruction of Temple and its Effect on Judaism

Bar Kochba Revolt

Talmud

Jesus in the Talmud

Overview of History of “Israel” (dates approximate)

2050 BC – Akidah – Abraham’s election and his seed

Abraham has 2 sons – Ishmael and Isaac

Isaac has 2 sons – Jacob and Esau

1930 BC (Genesis 32-50):

Jacob’s name changed to Israel when he fights with the Angel (“He who strives with God”; Gen 32); has 12 sons -- Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and Benjamin; Joseph gets sold into slavery in Egypt; 

1875 BC: Jacob and Josephs brothers go there to escape famine.

1445 BC: 

Moses leads Jewish people from slavery in Egypt back to Canaan – 12 tribes, one for each of Jacob’s sons.  

Jacob had 12 sons -- Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and Benjamin

Reuben lost his rights by defiling his father’s bed.(Gen 35:22)

Joseph’s 2 sons Ephraim and Manasseh became tribes in their own right instead of Joseph

Lists of the 12 differ in different places in O and NT; generally :  Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and Benjamin, Ephraim and Manasseh

Ruled by Judges till 1050 BC

1050 BC: Monarchy established under Saul, then and David

931 BC:

Split into Divided Kingdom – 10 tribes in North, 2 in South (“Judah”, i.e. Judah and Benjamin.  Benjamin smallest – see Judges 19).  City of Samaria capital of North; Jerusalem of South 

722 BC

Northern Kingdom conquered by Assyria, inhabitants deported and colonists sent to take 
their place. Colonists troubled by lions, which seen as divine intervention, so they asked for an Israelitish priest to be sent. Result a mixed form of religion, partly Israelitish and partly idolatrous. “Samaritans”; Pentateuch only; sacrificed on Mt Gerazim


Southern Kingdom (Judah) prospered as vassal state to Assyria

587 BC

Judah conquered by Babylon and sent into exile, Temple destroyed (Assyria had collapsed mid – 7th Cent.) (Babylon is near Baghdad/in Iraq)

539 BC

Babylon conquered by Cyrus the Great (Persia), Jews allowed to return in 538 BC


Temple rebuilt by 516 BC – source of Daniel’s prophecy Salvation p 81 ff

331 BC

Persian empire conquered by Alexander the Great (Greek empire)


Alexander died 323 BC; kingdom split by his generals


Ptolemy’s kingdom held Israel 323 – 198 BC  (Ptolemy=Egyptian)


Lost to Seleucus’ kingdom 198 BC (Seleucus=Syrian)

167 BC

Maccabeen Revolt (led by Maccabees, led by Mattathias the Hasmonean and and his son 
Judah the Maccabee, hence Maccabees =Hasmoneans).  Antiochus IV Epiphanes ("Manifest [god]”) had banned Jewish religious 
practice, defiled Temple, forbad circumcision, instituted “gymnasium”, etc.

167 BC – 63 BC – Ruled by Hasmoneans (= Maccabees)

63 BC – Conquered by Rome (under General Pompey).  

42 BC

Rome Installed Herod the Great , who claimed to be a Jew (family was Idumaean, i.e. “Edomite”, converts to Judaism), married a Hasmonean woman, killed remaining male Hasmoneans lineage

4 BC

Herod the Great died, son Herod Antipas took kingdom. The “Herod” in the NT (killed John the Baptist, sent Jesus back to Pilate, etc.)

The Jewish State was run by the religious authorities as a theocracy
· Rome didn't want trouble in the colonies
· allowed local limited self-rule, ultimate authority held by Rome
· taxes
· military
· death penalty
· Therefore Jewish high priesthood and Sanhedrin was essentially the secular authority, too.
History after 0 AD:

0 AD, “zealots” emerged, opposed to Roman rule (and Roman appointment of High Priest)

39 AD, Caligula wanted his statue in every temple, including Jerusalem.  His death saved it from destruction. Romans progressively more hostile to Judaism, defiling Temple, burning Torah, etc.

66 AD

 Roman procurator Florus stole masses of silver from Temple, Jews rioted and destroyed garrison, Romans sent reinforcements, revolt crushed in 70 AD and Temple and Jerusalem destroyed

132 CE Bar Kochba Revolt

Bar Kochba organized revolt against Rome,  #1 Rabbi Akiva called him the Messiah

All Jews forced to participate -- excommunication of Christian Jews – for not following a false Messiah!   (not unambiguous – Birkat HaMinim from 115 AD?)

Death of 1 million – necessitated writing of Talmud

Hadrian transformed Jerusalem into Greek city Aelia Capitolina, moved in Greeks, Jews exiled on pain of death

Talmud:

At that point, “Judah the Prince” set about writing down the Oral Law about 200 AD, in 63 tractates.  Called the “Mishnah” (“repetition”, from “SH-N-H” repeat or study)

Supposed to the the Oral Law given to Moses on Mt Sinai at the same time as the Torah – previously forbidden to write down

Succeeding Rabbi’s wrote commentaries, called “Gemara” [completion, from “GMR” complete] (in Bablylon and Jerusalem)

Mishnah and Gemara together are known as “Talmud” [instruction, learning, from “LMD”]  -- finished 600 AD.

Centered on “orthopraxy” rather than “orthodoxy” – how to properly obey the laws in the Torah.

Reflect the Pharisee stream. (only ones who survived – power of Sadduccees tied to Temple priesthood.  What we know about them comes from Pharisee sources.)

When discussions post-date Moses, they reflect “divine thinking” given at Sinai

Now arguably has precedence even over Torah

Jewish sects at the time of Jesus:

Saducees:  

more influenced and accommodating to Hellenists/Greek rulers, upper society/aristocratic families,  priestly clan, tremendously powerful, rejected oral law; no fate, no afterlife, no immortal soul, no punishment after death (sad – you – see). Etymology from “Zadok” High Priest under Solomon? 

Essenes:

Perhaps split off under Greek rule.  Ascetic, monastic, celibate. Qumran community (?), Dead Sea Scrolls. Stayed away from Temple. 

Know about htem from Pliny the Elder, Philo, Josephus till Dead Sea Scrolls (found 1947)

Name derives from: “Greek hosioi”, pure (Philo); Gk “semnoi”, venerable (Josephus); Aramaic “Hasya” pure; Heb “hasaim” silent (Mishnah), Heb. ezah party.

Pharisees: 

(from heb. פרושים perushim/פרוש parush, meaning "set apart"). all other sects died out after destruction of Jerusalem. Pharisees dominated Council of Jamnia, writing of Talmud (accusations that they killed Sadduccee rabbi’s on way to Council).  Believed that Moses was given an Oral Law as well, that became Talmud, equal weight to OT.

Problems with History:

Few sources

Josephus biased?

What we know about Sadduccees come from their enemies

Fashions in knowledge – change periodically

Most assertions challenged by other scholars (good way to get known); e.g. Qumran not Essene, Council of Jamnia existed or not, etc.
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